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Historical Holiday House 
tour 2015 HigHligHts Western 
HoWard county Paulette Lutz

This year’s Historic Holiday House Tour 
will be held on Sunday, December 13, 

leaving Bushy Park Elementary School at 1 
p.m. and concentrating on the western part 
of Howard County around the Glenwood, 
Woodbine and Cooksville areas. Tickets are 
$45 for members, $55 for guests of members 
and $65 for general admission (includes 
a one-year membership in the Historical 
Society.) The ticket price also includes a 
sandwich and beverage. Visit our website at  
www.hchsmd.org to buy tickets, or call 410-
480-3250.  

It’s been many years since the western part 
of Howard County has been included on the 
Historic Holiday House tour.  This year with 
the help of the Bob Lucido Team of Keller 
Williams we have a spectacular selection of 
homes to visit.  All of these beautiful and 
noted homes are on the Maryland Historic 
Trust.  

Glenwood, Woodbine and Cooksville have 
always been some of the most attractive 
settlements in Howard County.  In its early 
years, Glenwood consisted of a store and 
post office, Union Chapel church, an 1829 
one-room district school house, a club house, 
the Glenwood Institute and the Oak Grove 
Cemetery where most of the early settlers 
are buried.  However, most of the town was 
preceded by several fine historic homes still 
present and just as beautiful in this lovely 
location.  The 1878 Maryland Directory 
placed the population of Glenwood at 40 
with the town and surrounding area being the 
garden spot of Howard County.

Bloomsburg ca. 1830

James Burroughs Mathews, born November 
2, 1791, founded the community of 
Glenwood.  As a young man, he was quite the 
adventurer and was one of the first to ride on 
Robert Fulton’s steamboat in 1807!  Upon 
his marriage to Kitty Griffith, he opened 
a general store and post office in Roxbury. 
Kitty and James had 14 children (two died in 
infancy) and all of the Mathews children lived 
exemplary lives.  

By 1822, he had outgrown Roxbury and 
moved to Glenwood and immediately began 
to build Bloomsburg. This beautiful home 
features a circular copper plate between 
the two south chimneys inscribed “1830.”  
This estate is a historic foundation in the 
development of western Howard County.  
Mathews built a general store to conduct 
his business and added a post office in 1841 
and the small village was originally known 
as “Mathews Store, Anne Arundel County.” 
On January 13, 1874, the name was changed 
to “Glenwood” by Professor Lycurgus 

Griffith Mathews, son of James Mathews and 
headmaster of the Glenwood Institute.  

James was the first postmaster and 
weathered the Civil War with Union and 
Confederate troops marching on Roxbury 
Mills Road (Route 97) towards Antietam, 
Sharpsburg and Gettysburg.  Both Union 
and Confederate troops stopped at many 
of the local homes demanding food, horses 
and shelter.  A document from the Post 
Office Department dated August 17, 1864, 
provided him with $27.00 “an act of relief 
of postmasters who have been robbed by 
Confederate forces or rebel guerillas.”  This 
was a sizable loss as his annual salary was 
$116.28.

Oakdale ca. 1838   

Albert Gallatin Warfield was the son of 
Captain Benjamin Warfield who owned 
Cherry Grove nearby on Jennings Chapel 
Road.  Albert built Oakdale to please his 
bride, Margaret Gassaway Watkins, the 
daughter of Colonel Gassaway Watkins.  

http://www.hchsmd.org


THE LEGACY Fall 2015  Page 2 www.hchsmd.org

Oakdale was planned as a home for a large 
family as Albert and Margaret were destined 
to become the parents of 10 children.  

In 1898, it became the home of Albert’s son, 
Governor Edwin Warfield, its most noted 
resident.  Governor Warfield enlarged the 
home to its current size, building the large 
porticos on the front and the side porches.  
Edwin, like his father, being a man of 
exceptional taste made many restorations to 
the interior of the house.

Warfield secured the 1903 Democratic 
gubernatorial nomination, and then went on 
to win election to the Maryland governorship. 
He was sworn into office on January 13, 
1904.  Edwin Warfield, known as the 
“Preservationist Governor,” convinced the 
legislature to legally adopt the Maryland state 
flag as the official flag for Maryland. From the 
colonial days, the flag had been flown as the 
state flag by common consent only.  Edwin 
was also instrumental in restoring the Old 
Senate Chamber where George Washington 
resigned his commission as Commander in 
Chief of the Continental Army. During his 
tenure, the state flag was adopted; the Poe 
Amendment was rejected; the Public Records 
Commission was instituted; and the State 
House’s historic senate chamber was restored. 
After completing his term on January 8, 
1908, Warfield retired from political life to 
Oakdale.  Oakdale remained in the Warfield 
family until 1973.

Hobson’s Choice ca. 1828 

Hobson’s Choice is the architectural gem of 
Howard County, being the finest example 
of early 19th century brick architecture.  The 
name Hobson’s Choice is from the story that 
a 16th century stable owner in England named 
Thomas Hobson rented horses to travelers 
giving them the horse nearest the stable door 
– that is, no choice at all.  Deriving its name 
from the English land grant ceded in the 
1700s to the Welch family, Thomas Meredith 
purchased the land in 1808.  

James Meredith acquired the land in 1828 

after the death of his father, Thomas.  The 
current house was built about 1828 by James 
A. Meredith. The Meredith family retained 
ownership of the 260 acres until 1892 
when it was purchased by George Hardy for 
$3,197.77.  

Once in near ruins, Hobson’s Choice was 
brought back to its original splendor in 
the 1970s by Edwin Warfield Gramko, a 
descendant of one of the early owners.

Rose Hill Farm ca. 1920

Rose Hill Farm is an example of Neo-
Colonial style, constructed in stone by James 
and Mary Forsyth – a prominent Howard 
County family who settled Sykesville and 
Hoods Mill.  This beautiful stone home 
was a working farm for over a century and 
meticulously maintained by James Forsyth.  
The farm sits on several land grant properties 
– Shipley’s Discovery, Robert’s Advantage, 
Hobson’s Choice and Mercer’s Rambles which 
comprises 208 acres.

East of the house is a large garage that was 
moved to this location and at one time was a 
Methodist Chapel.

Mount Gregory United Methodist Church 
ca. 1898

Mount Gregory was built as a source and 
inspiration for unifying the budding African 
American Community in 1898 in the 
Glenwood area. In the early 1800s enslaved 

and free African Americans worshipped in 
the white churches, but were confined to the 
balconies away from the white population.  
Ultimately, the African American community 
sought to create a unifying community of 
strength by building their own churches.

The lot on which Mount Gregory stands was 
original the location of the Warfield Academy.  
The old stone building was deeded for the 
sole purpose of educating black children in 
nearby Cooksville and on the National Road 
and grew out of a movement to educate 
African American children after the Civil War.

Mount Gregory Church began its services 
in 1898 in the lower level of the Warfield 
Academy.  The congregation stayed in this 
location until the new church was built.  The 
current structure was built in 1927 after 
the original church and school burned in 
1922.  The School Board rebuilt the school 
in 1922 naming it the Cooksville Colored 
School.  It opened with grades 1 through 7 
in 1927 and in 1935 it was expanded to 11 
grades making it the first African American 
High School in Howard County.  It was used 
as an elementary school until 1964 until 
integration of the school systems began in the 
county.  

The United Methodist Women once called 
the Ladies Aid Society and the United 
Methodist Men (who provided funds for 
the labor and upkeep of the church) filled a 
critical void in post-Civil War black society 
by providing reading programs, aid to the 
disabled and meals to those in need.  With 
outreach and leadership efforts Mt. Gregory 
continues to grow as a mainstay in the 
community.  Many of the congregation 
families go back six generations in Howard 
County history.  
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Believe it or not, the Howard County Fair is just weeks away!  This year is very special 
because it is the 70th Anniversary of the Howard County Fair.  The Fair starts on 

Saturday, August 8th and will run through Saturday, August 15th.  At our booth in the 
Main Exhibit Hall, we will have a display on the history of the Howard County Fair to 
celebrate the 70th anniversary, so be sure to visit and see some wonderful old photos.  We 
will also have for sale the new Howard County tote bags, wine bags, hats and more from 
our HCHS gift shop, raffle tickets and books on the history of Howard County.  

On Wednesday, August 12th, at 4:00 p.m. be sure to come to the 4H Activities Hall to 
meet local chef Katie Moose who will be doing a cooking demonstration with our recently 
published Let’s Dish cookbook!  The cookbook contains old and new recipes from noted 
Howard County residents.  Katie will be preparing delicious recipes from our cookbook 
which will be available for sale!!  So be sure to pick up your copy during your visit.

Hands on History Day is Friday, August 14th at 11:30a.m.  Be sure to bring the kids by 
to see our historic artifacts and take an educational historic journey in Howard County 
history.

Hope to see you at the fair!!      
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and household repair items.

In 1870 Joshua Dorsey bought the land on 
Maryland Avenue that now is the home to the 
Antique Depot.  He built a frame house at this 
location in 1885 and delivered coal and ice to 
local businesses and homes.   

In 1903, E. A. Talbot decided to open a lum-
ber store up the hill on Main Street to avoid 
the frequent flooding issues on lower Main 
Street.  The Ellicott Mills Brewing Company 
now occupies the building that was once Talbot 
Lumber.  

Needing to expand the business, John L. Clark 
bought the property at the B & O Depot Yard 
from Joshua Dorsey in 1907 and opened a 
hardware and agricultural implement store.  
William B. Owings who worked for Joshua 
Dorsey remained at the hardware with John 
Clark and the store became Clark and Owings 
Hardware.  

In 1922, John was succeeded by his son Ed-
ward T. Clark, Sr. (1886–1951) also known as 
“Pops” who was a graduate of St. John’s College 
in Annapolis when it was still a military school. 
Pops consolidated two of the oldest hardware/
farm implement businesses - Joshua Dorsey’s 
and Talbot and Clark.  As the business grew 
and expanded, Pops needed more room to op-
erate to and constructed a feed warehouse in 
the back of the store.  

He bought the Bridge Market (8000 Main 
Street, the building east of the train tracks) to 
store coal.  Elevated siding was constructed to 
drop the coal from the railroad cars to the bins 
for the coal delivery to customers.  The coal 
was moved from the Depot yard to the Bridge 
Market.  A livery stable located on Maryland 
Avenue in back of the store was removed to ac-
commodate the feed business.   

Pops Clark needed lumber to build the addi-
tion for the feed warehouse.  The lumber came 
from the land along St. John’s Lane between 
Frederick Road and Route 40. At this time, the 
property was heavily wooded, allowing him to 
cut the trees down for the needed lumber for 
his expansion. The cleared land has since been 
used for the St. John’s Cemetery.   

Discovered in the Depot store and currently 
housed in Andy’s office today, is the door of 
the original hardware store with the signatures 
of John L. Clark and E. A. Talbot, December 
24, 1893; Wesley G. McKenzie, May 24, 1888; 

John Collier, 1890; L. Scott Mercier, 1892; 
and John William Moss Kiger, 1889.

In the 1920s, Pops made innovations such as 
switching from wagons to trucks to deliver coal 
to local residents. He brought modernization 
to the business to keep pace with the changing 
times and economy.

Pops Clark bought out William B. Owings in 
1946 and changed the name to E. T. Clark and 
Sons, joined by his two sons, Edward T. Clark, 
Jr. and Addison Hodges Clark.  Pops soon re-
tired in 1950.

His son, E. T. Clark, Jr. further modernized the 
business by changing from coal to oil and start-
ed the first fuel oil delivery service in Howard 
County and surrounding counties.  As a teen, 
Andy rode with the fuel truck drivers to make 
deliveries in all types of weather, which could 
be quite treacherous on the snow and ice-cov-
ered, narrow, hilly streets of Ellicott City and 
Oella.  The oil business was later sold to the 
O’Malley, Sexton – Globe Company.  

With the urbanization of Howard County, E. 
T. Clark and Sons added more “suburban sup-
plies” such as lawn mowers and garden items 
in 1954.  Lawn mower repair and maintenance 
became such a popular service, the business was 
once again expanded to The Bridge Market to 
house the lawn mower sales and repair trade and 
the coal business was terminated. Andy recalls 
in the prosperous early spring months weigh-
ing and selling larger than normal amounts of 
seed and garden supplies.  One of Andy’s fond 
memories of the 1950s was walking across the 
street to the B & O station to pick-up crates of 
baby chicks to sell to the local farmers.  And, as 
was the custom then, parents bought chicks for 
their children’s Easter baskets.

Andy, a graduate of Howard High School and 
Virginia Military Institute, and his brother Ed-
ward T. Clark, III did not intend to go into the 
hardware business.  Andy, then an Army Cap-
tain, had a very successful career in the Corp 
of Army Engineers traveling the world working 
on various projects.

However, in the spring of 1972, an automobile 
accident took the lives of Andy’s parents, Marie 
and Edward T. Clark, Jr.  Andy and his brother 
Ed decided they would resign their commis-
sions as Captains and run the family business.

According to the Howard County section of 
the Baltimore Sun, dated September 15, 1991, 

“The day I out-processed was the day Agnes 
came through and washed out the store,” re-
calls Clark, referring to the devastating tropical 
storm Agnes that flooded lower Ellicott City 
with 28 feet of water on June 22, 1972.  Had 
the storm hit before he resigned his commis-
sion, Clark said, “the store would never have 
re-opened.”  

The storm caused $70,000 in damage and 
Clark’s Hardware was not covered by flood in-
surance.  Local banks were not willing to lend 
money to the inexperienced Clark brothers to 
get back on their feet.  Through personal re-fi-
nancing by mortgaging their parent’s house, 
Andy and his brother Ed were able to re-estab-
lish the business, often working 18 hour days 
to keep it from floundering.

In 1973, Andy and Ed reopened Clarks Hard-
ware at St John’s Plaza.  Having better parking 
than the old location in Ellicott City and tak-
ing advantage of the traffic on Route 40, the 
new store thrived and eventually more than 
doubled the national average for hardware sales 
per square foot.  To demonstrate their care and 
concern for the customers and community, 
Clark’s offered smoke detectors at cost to en-
courage Howard County residents to install 
this new life-saving device in their homes.

Always modernizing and keeping up with the 
times, Andy computerized the hardware store 
in 1978, being one of the first in the nation to 
establish computers in the hardware business.  
In 1981, Andy and his wife Jackie bought Ed’s 
portion of the business and in 1987 Andy and 
Jackie Clark bought 5 acres on Route 40 to 
expand their business once more. Andy and 
Jackie managed to personally finance their new 
40,000 square foot business.  The hardware 
store has thrived in this location for the last 28 
years and the family legacy continues as their 
daughter Margaret E. Clark (the fifth of five 
children) works in the hardware store today. 

Over the years, Clark’s Hardware has operat-
ed under many names – American Hardware 
Cooperative, ServiceStar, TruValue, Do-It-Best 
Cooperative and currently ACE Cooperative, 
but residents of Howard County will always 
know the store as Clark’s Hardware and re-
member it for their excellent customer service 
and quality products.  

CLARK’S continued from page 1
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ARTIFACT  
SPOTLIGHT:  
ELLICOTT MILLS  
SAWMILL REPLICA

New to our museum collection is a replica of Lower Ellicott’s Mills first 
structure, the Ellicott sawmill located just east of present day Ellicott City. 
This replica was built by Robert Kirchman Studios of Staunton, Virginia, the 
same model maker who fabricated the Bicentennial model of Ellicott Mills 
that has been exhibited at the B&O Railroad Museum and Catonsville’s 
Rails to Trails.  This  model is scale (1”=20’) of the sawmill, large enough 
to place standard cast human and draught animal figures, hand painted 
upon the grounds to show the process of producing lumber as it might have 
been done in the late Eighteenth Century.  The model was built based on 
a sketch that George Ellicott made of the first mill structures in the 1780’s. 
Funding for this model was made possible through the special projects grant 
of the Colonel Thomas Dorsey Chapter, National Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution, located in Ellicott City, MD.  
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MUSEUM HOLIDAY 
CONCERT WITH 
THE COLUMBIA 
JAZZ BAND
$10 tickets, $5 for members, free for children under 14. 
Saturday, December 19th 6:00-8:00 
Howard County Historical Society Museum 
8328 Court Avenue Ellicott City, MD 21042

Join us at the museum for our final event of the year as we 
celebrate the holiday season with the Columbia Jazz band.  

Directed by Peter BerenBregge, The Columbia Jazz Band (CJB) is 
in its 26th year as a community jazz ensemble based in Columbia, 
Maryland.  The CJB performs concerts, dances, dedications, 
and receptions throughout the greater Baltimore – Washington 
area including the Mid-Atlantic Jazz Festival, Maryland Music 
Educators Conference, Carlyle Club in Alexandria, VA and multiple 
performances at The Blues Alley Jazz Club in Washington, D. C.  
Their four international tours over the last decade have included 
standing room only performances across Austria, Croatia, England, 
France, Italy, Scotland, Slovenia, Spain, Switzerland and Turkey. 
Highlights include the prestigious Montreux International Jazz Festival 

(Switzerland), Bulls Head Jazz Club (London), Wigan Jazz Festival 
(Manchester), Istanbul Jazz Festival (Turkey), Umbria Jazz Festival 
(Italy), Jazz à Juan (France) and Jazzaldia Festival (Spain). 

Refreshments will be provided.  Seats are limited for this special 
holiday concert.  Tickets can be purchased online at  
www.hchsmd.org/events or by phone 410-480-3250.

EDITOR’S NOTE
Janet Kusterer

I know that holiday greeting cards and wrapping paper have been 
in the stores since Labor Day but I think the holidays really start 

with our House Tour. As you can see on these pages, the houses on 
this year’s tour are amazing. It is so nice that the western part of the 
county is featured this time. Don’t miss it. And speaking of houses, 
our friends at Historic Ellicott City, Inc. are looking for Show House 
2016. They were unable to find a suitable venue this year, so if you can 
help them with a house for next year, let me know and I will pass the 
word along.
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tHe enCHanted 
fOrest Celebrates 
its 60tH birtHday  Janet Kusterer

The Enchanted Forest, Maryland’s “Story-
book Park,” opened to the public on Au-

gust 15, 1955, just a month after Disneyland 
opened in California. Walt Disney and How-
ard Harrison, Sr. and his son Howard were 
men of great vision and creativity. It was post-
war boom time, and men home from the war 
were starting families and spending more time 

with them. They were looking for venues that 
would entertain the entire family, and found 
them in these theme parks. 

The Harrison’s looked at many locations before 
settling on a spot in rural Ellicott City for their 
venture. They enlisted Howard Adler, who had 
created such things as the Christmas window 

displays in downtown Baltimore, to execute 
their ideas for the fairytales they wanted to tell. 
Howard Harrison, Sr. was particularly fond of 
sharing these stories with his grandchildren, 
and felt that many others would enjoy them. 
Not everyone shared their enthusiasm for the 
project but when thousands of people crowded 
the park on a regular basis, requiring police to 

manage the traffic, even the worst skeptics were 
convinced—it was a great idea.

The park grew every year, and the Harrison’s 
were meticulous in the care and maintenance 
of the park, carefully painting and pruning, 
making sure everything was safe and fun. Ev-
eryone had their favorite feature—Willie the 

Whale, where you could sit in his mouth and 
he would chuckle; Mount Vesuvius, where you 
could slide down a gigantic sliding board (even 
faster if you slid on wax paper) and the Old 
Ladies’ Shoe. Along the way you might meet 
up with Little Bo Peep or even Old King Cole. 
It was all the sweetest fun.

The park was groundbreaking in one very sig-
nificant aspect. Opening in 1955, it was inte-
grated from the very first day. The Harrison’s 
were adamant that the park welcomed ALL 
children and their families.

After creating many happy memories for gen-
erations of visitors the park closed in 1989. No 
one knew what would happen to the many 
wonderful attractions. In 2004, Martha Clark 
came along to pick up the pieces. She first ac-
quired the Pumpkin Coach and after seeing the 
popularity of that at her petting farm, Clark’s 
Elioak Farm, she decided to see what else she 
could add. After over ten years of hard work the 
collection of over 100 pieces culminated with 
the move of the final buildings from the orig-
inal site to her farm, in the summer of 2015. 

Clark said, “All of us at Clark’s Elioak Farm are 
very excited about becoming the new home of 
the Enchanted Forest Castle. It is sad that the 
Castle is leaving its Route 40 location as the 
entrance to the magical storybook park that 
entertained several generations of families and 
children from 1955 to 1989. Moving and re-
building it at our farm ensures that it will con-
tinue to be a symbol of the wonderful Enchant-
ed Forest for another generation of children to 
enjoy. We look forward to the ribbon cutting 
for the Castle on August 15, which is also the 
60th birthday of the Enchanted Forest.”

Now, the only remnant of the park at the orig-
inal location is Old King Cole, pointing the 
way into the shopping center. A very happy 
ending to the tale.  

For up-to-the-minute news on happenings at the Society, become a fan on Face-
book. In addition to finding out what we are up to, you can also post comments, 
questions and photos of Society events and Howard county history. If you aren’t 
on Facebook yet, sign up today at  www.facebook.com

HCHS IN ON  
BECOME A FAN TODAY!

The  Enchanted Castle
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These are artifacts for 
our upcoming exhibit 
Hometown Teams: 
How Sports Shaped 
America. These 
items were donated 
by Hammond High 
School and are the 
following: Travis 
Clark’s 2010 Mary-
land Baseball Player 

of the Year Bat and Award; Tameka Harrison’s 1000 Point Scored Bas-
ketball, a Hammond Under Armour T-Shirt (The first Howard County 
School to use Under Armour products), and Jaqueline Rieschick’s All 
American award from 1991.

Hometown Teams opens at the HCHS Museum from September 19th 
– November 7th, 2015.  

The Howard County Public School System (HCPSS) has partnered 
with the Howard County Historical Society to support elementary and 
secondary social studies in HCPSS schools. The goal of the partnership 
is to inspire students to develop a sense of local history by connecting 
the past with the present.

The partnership was formalized at an official signing on Thursday, June 
18, at the Howard County Historical Society’s new education display 
featuring HCPSS artifacts at the Howard County Library Charles E. 
Miller Branch and Historical Center in Ellicott City, Maryland.

Howard County Historical Society representatives will support elemen-
tary and secondary social studies curricula by attending HCPSS profes-
sional development meetings to educate staff about the resources, exhib-
its and educational programs available through the society. The society 
also will serve as a resource for information regarding the collection, 
repository and display of historical artifacts and will include HCPSS 
historical items in its educational exhibits.

HCPSS will loan educational items of historical significance to the So-
ciety for community exhibits and provide a school system representative 
to serve on the Society’s Board of Directors. In line with the HCPSS 
strategic plan, Vision 2018, this partnership provides staff with access to 
learning experiences that support professional growth.

Howard County Board of Education Members Bess Altwerger, Sandra 
French and Ellen Flynn Giles, HCPSS Communications Director Re-
becca Amani-Dove, HCPSS Coordinator of Secondary Social Studies 
and Advanced Placement Mark Stout, and HCPSS Coordinator of El-
ementary Social Studies Kim Eggborn joined Howard County Histori-
cal Society Board President Paulette Lutz, Education Committee Chair 
Anne Clark Schoenhut, and Executive Director Shawn Gladden to sign 
the formal partnership agreement at the June 18 event.  

ARTIFACT  
SPOTLIGHT:  
HAMMOND HIGH SCHOOL  
SPORTS ARTIFACTS

HCPSS AND HCHS  
PARTNERSHIP

THANKS TO ALL  
OUR SPONSORS

http://www.hchsmd.org/events
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HOWARD COUNTY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
VOLUNTEERS  
RECEIVE 
PRESERVATIONIST OF 
THE YEAR AWARD  Paulette Lutz

Cathy Eshmont, a Society member and tireless volunteer, and 
Paulette Lutz, our President, were the proud recipients of the 

Preservationist of the Year Award, from Preservation Howard County, 
on Sunday, September 20, 2015 at the Waverly Mansion.

They were recognized for placing three buildings on the National Park 
Service (NPS), Underground Railroad Network to Freedom.  The 
Original Court House on Main Street which now houses the Heritage 
Orientation Center, the 1845 Court House on Court Avenue and the 
Emory Street Jail located behind the 1845 Court House. Although 
not historic, The Howard County Historical Society (HCHS) Archives 
and Library at the Miller Branch Library was also placed on the NPS 
site as well.

Documentation in the HCHS Library and Archives contained the 
evidence to prove that a movement to free the enslaved existed in 
Howard County.  These buildings were recognized as places that 
processed accounts of people that fought the oppression of slavery and 
provided the critical help to gain their freedom. 

Pictured left to right:  Cathy Eshmont, Paulette Lutz and 
Fred Dorsey, President of Preservation Howard County.

THE PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE  Paulette Lutz

This is my last message as President because my term is over as 
of December 2015.  I have truly enjoyed being President of the 

Howard County Historical Society (HCHS) and I am so proud of the 
accomplishments we have made as an organization.  It goes without 
sa`ying that these accomplishments could never have been completed 
without the help of many people in our organization.

I would like to thank Anne Clark Schoenhut and Pat Greenwald 
and their committee for leading the Education Program presenting 
programs that are interesting and educational components of Howard 
County history.  The Passport Program, Box Lunch Talks and Déjà 
vu and Nearly New Sale were and will continue to be outstanding 
successes.

I have received wonderful feedback from the public and members 
about the Holiday House Tour, Howard County Fair, Museum 
concerts, the Reading Room and Archives and the varied programs 
we have coordinated with other organizations.

Janet Thomson and Diane Pajak have excelled in our advertising/ 
communications program ensuring that the HCHS web site, Twitter 
feed, Facebook, email blasts and press releases were a huge boost to 
our varied programs by advertising our many events with timely and 
accurate information.

And most of all I have to thank (with all my heart) Shawn Gladden 
for his outstanding performance as Executive Director.  Shawn has 
been the guiding force in this organization with his creative ideas, 
knowledge of museum and archival operations and his ability to 
promote the Society in a positive and entertaining manner.  I have 
always prided myself in that I managed to stay out of his way while he 
created these outstanding programs!  

Shawn, along with the assistance of James Robey, directed a capital 
campaign replacing the roof of the Museum that was in desperate 
need of repair.  Shawn implemented the construction and installation 
of an ADA compliant bathroom in the Museum to better serve 
our community.  A Museum Assessment Plan and a Design and 
Development Plan effected by Shawn has totally restructured our 
Museum into one of the finest Museum exhibits in Maryland.  

We have been able to raise our visibility to a national level by 
incorporating the Smithsonian’s Home Town Teams exhibit with our 
own history of sports in Howard County.  We also achieved national 
recognition with the acceptance of the Howard County Historical 
Society in the National Park Service Underground Railroad Network 
to Freedom program.  We also included three sites in Ellicott City in 
this campaign which will draw visitors from all over the United States.

I can go on forever with our accomplishments – doubling our 
membership totals, increasing our budget, tripling our gift shop sales, 
digitized collections, intern programs, oral histories and increasing 
accessions to our archive and museum; however, I must acknowledge 
the volunteer staff in the Historical Society that make all of this 
possible.  Our volunteer staff is the finest staff for research, genealogy, 
customer service and sheer determination.  Their professional manner, 
pleasant personalities and expert research skills have helped hundreds 
of happy visitors in the last three years and have significantly added to 
the growth of our organization.

I am blessed to have had such wonderful people to work with during 
the three years of my term.  I will still be on the Board of Directors 
and you will find me working in the Archives and Museum, so stop 
in and say hello. 
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December
4 Midnight Madness w/ Howard 

County Tourism, 6:00-Midnight:  
We will have a table set up at this 
year’s shopping event at the Visitor 
Center in Historic Ellicott City.  
Author Dan Toomey will be selling 
autographed copies of his Local 
Civil War History books.  Author 
Anne Clark Schoenhut will also be 
signing copies of her children’s book, 
Downtown Brown Visits Ellicott City.  
Items from the HCHS Museum gift 
shop will be on sale as well.

13 Holiday House Tour:  1:00-6:00.  
Buses will leave promptly from 
Bushy Park Elementary School 
(14601 Carrs Mill Road Glenwood) 
at 1:00 p.m.   Properties on the 
Tour:  Bloomsburg, Oakdale, Rose 
Hill Farm, Hobson’s Choice, and 
Mt. Gregory Church.  

19 Museum Holiday Concert with the 
Columbia Jazz Band 
6:00-8:00 p.m.  $10 tickets, $5 for 
members, free for children under 14. 
Howard County Historical Society 
Museum, 8328 Court Avenue 
Ellicott City, MD 21042.

19 Howard County Genealogical 
Society Help Desk:  Miller Branch 
Library, Historical center.  1:00-
5:00 p.m. The help desk is open 
to genealogical research in all areas 
of the United States, Europe and 
other countries. Anyone interested 
in genealogical research is invited 
to stop by and have experienced 
genealogists help you to “break 
down the brick wall” or get started 
on your family history. For more 
information call 410-480-3250.

2015 EVENTS AT A GLANCE
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tHe enCHanted 
fOrest Celebrates 
its 60tH birtHday  Janet Kusterer

The Enchanted Forest, Maryland’s “Story-
book Park,” opened to the public on Au-

gust 15, 1955, just a month after Disneyland 
opened in California. Walt Disney and How-
ard Harrison, Sr. and his son Howard were 
men of great vision and creativity. It was post-
war boom time, and men home from the war 
were starting families and spending more time 

with them. They were looking for venues that 
would entertain the entire family, and found 
them in these theme parks. 

The Harrison’s looked at many locations before 
settling on a spot in rural Ellicott City for their 
venture. They enlisted Howard Adler, who had 
created such things as the Christmas window 

displays in downtown Baltimore, to execute 
their ideas for the fairytales they wanted to tell. 
Howard Harrison, Sr. was particularly fond of 
sharing these stories with his grandchildren, 
and felt that many others would enjoy them. 
Not everyone shared their enthusiasm for the 
project but when thousands of people crowded 
the park on a regular basis, requiring police to 

manage the traffic, even the worst skeptics were 
convinced—it was a great idea.

The park grew every year, and the Harrison’s 
were meticulous in the care and maintenance 
of the park, carefully painting and pruning, 
making sure everything was safe and fun. Ev-
eryone had their favorite feature—Willie the 

Whale, where you could sit in his mouth and 
he would chuckle; Mount Vesuvius, where you 
could slide down a gigantic sliding board (even 
faster if you slid on wax paper) and the Old 
Ladies’ Shoe. Along the way you might meet 
up with Little Bo Peep or even Old King Cole. 
It was all the sweetest fun.

The park was groundbreaking in one very sig-
nificant aspect. Opening in 1955, it was inte-
grated from the very first day. The Harrison’s 
were adamant that the park welcomed ALL 
children and their families.

After creating many happy memories for gen-
erations of visitors the park closed in 1989. No 
one knew what would happen to the many 
wonderful attractions. In 2004, Martha Clark 
came along to pick up the pieces. She first ac-
quired the Pumpkin Coach and after seeing the 
popularity of that at her petting farm, Clark’s 
Elioak Farm, she decided to see what else she 
could add. After over ten years of hard work the 
collection of over 100 pieces culminated with 
the move of the final buildings from the orig-
inal site to her farm, in the summer of 2015. 

Clark said, “All of us at Clark’s Elioak Farm are 
very excited about becoming the new home of 
the Enchanted Forest Castle. It is sad that the 
Castle is leaving its Route 40 location as the 
entrance to the magical storybook park that 
entertained several generations of families and 
children from 1955 to 1989. Moving and re-
building it at our farm ensures that it will con-
tinue to be a symbol of the wonderful Enchant-
ed Forest for another generation of children to 
enjoy. We look forward to the ribbon cutting 
for the Castle on August 15, which is also the 
60th birthday of the Enchanted Forest.”

Now, the only remnant of the park at the orig-
inal location is Old King Cole, pointing the 
way into the shopping center. A very happy 
ending to the tale.  

For up-to-the-minute news on happenings at the Society, become a fan on Face-
book. In addition to finding out what we are up to, you can also post comments, 
questions and photos of Society events and Howard county history. If you aren’t 
on Facebook yet, sign up today at  www.facebook.com

HCHS IN ON  
BECOME A FAN TODAY!

The  Enchanted Castle
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These are artifacts for 
our upcoming exhibit 
Hometown Teams: 
How Sports Shaped 
America. These 
items were donated 
by Hammond High 
School and are the 
following: Travis 
Clark’s 2010 Mary-
land Baseball Player 

of the Year Bat and Award; Tameka Harrison’s 1000 Point Scored Bas-
ketball, a Hammond Under Armour T-Shirt (The first Howard County 
School to use Under Armour products), and Jaqueline Rieschick’s All 
American award from 1991.

Hometown Teams opens at the HCHS Museum from September 19th 
– November 7th, 2015.  

The Howard County Public School System (HCPSS) has partnered 
with the Howard County Historical Society to support elementary and 
secondary social studies in HCPSS schools. The goal of the partnership 
is to inspire students to develop a sense of local history by connecting 
the past with the present.

The partnership was formalized at an official signing on Thursday, June 
18, at the Howard County Historical Society’s new education display 
featuring HCPSS artifacts at the Howard County Library Charles E. 
Miller Branch and Historical Center in Ellicott City, Maryland.

Howard County Historical Society representatives will support elemen-
tary and secondary social studies curricula by attending HCPSS profes-
sional development meetings to educate staff about the resources, exhib-
its and educational programs available through the society. The society 
also will serve as a resource for information regarding the collection, 
repository and display of historical artifacts and will include HCPSS 
historical items in its educational exhibits.

HCPSS will loan educational items of historical significance to the So-
ciety for community exhibits and provide a school system representative 
to serve on the Society’s Board of Directors. In line with the HCPSS 
strategic plan, Vision 2018, this partnership provides staff with access to 
learning experiences that support professional growth.

Howard County Board of Education Members Bess Altwerger, Sandra 
French and Ellen Flynn Giles, HCPSS Communications Director Re-
becca Amani-Dove, HCPSS Coordinator of Secondary Social Studies 
and Advanced Placement Mark Stout, and HCPSS Coordinator of El-
ementary Social Studies Kim Eggborn joined Howard County Histori-
cal Society Board President Paulette Lutz, Education Committee Chair 
Anne Clark Schoenhut, and Executive Director Shawn Gladden to sign 
the formal partnership agreement at the June 18 event.  

ARTIFACT  
SPOTLIGHT:  
HAMMOND HIGH SCHOOL  
SPORTS ARTIFACTS

HCPSS AND HCHS  
PARTNERSHIP

THANKS TO ALL  
OUR SPONSORS

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S 
MESSAGE  Shawn Gladden

As 2015 comes to a close, I look back at what we as an 
organization have accomplished and couldn’t be prouder.   Under 

the leadership of the President of the Board, Paulette Lutz, along 
with our excellent volunteers and museum staff we have made some 
major strides at the Howard County Historical Society.  With my final 
message to our members for 2015, I’d like to recap on what we have 
accomplished:

1)  Integrated our computer network with Howard County’s 
Government network to provide vital data backup and 
technical support

2) With money raised through the Maryland State Bond Bill, 
sponsored by Jim Robey and Guy Guzzone and matched by 

Preservation Howard County and board member Paul Miller, 
we were able make much needed repairs to the roof at the 
museum.

3) We became partners with Howard County Public Schools 
Partnerships.

4) We had the most visited booth at the Howard County Fair 
with our exhibit on the History of the Enchanted Forest.  

5) We forged significant partnerships with fellow non-profit 
organizations like Preservation Howard County, the Howard 
County African American Heritage Project, Historic Ellicott 
City, Inc. and the Ellicott City Historic District Partnership.

6) We developed and implemented a variety of educational 
programming that allowed us to serve many different 
demographics; including our Walking Tours, Lunch Date 
with History Lecture Series, our Education Trunk Programs, 
our Passport to the Past program and our Brew Collar 
History lectures.

7) Our visitorship and membership numbers doubled this 
year as we provided popular public programming like the 
Appraisal Roadshows and Museum Concert Series.

8) We opened a highly publicized and very popular Hometown 
Teams Smithsonian traveling exhibit.

These are just a few of our accomplishments this year as we worked 
towards becoming more active in the community as well as continue 
our mission to collect and preserve objects, photos, and documents 
from the county’s past.  By the time you are reading this, we are hard 
at work getting ready for our most celebrated event of the year, the 
Holiday House Tour.  This will be the 2nd year that the tour will be 
sponsored by the Bob Lucido Team of Keller Williams Integrity, and 
the Lucido team has some very special treats in store for this year’s tour 
groups.   

As we look forward to 2016, we will continue to make improvement 
to the museum in Historic Ellicott City.  With the new staircase 
completed and more emphasis and signage devoted to the historic 
attractions like our museum, Historic Mt. Ida, the Patapsco Female 
Institute “at the top of the hill”, we are looking forward to new 
exhibits, continued programming and a new mobile museum 
application.   We can only accomplish these goals with your support.   
We have over 500 members to date and would like to continue 
growing, if you know of someone who would enjoy the services 
that we offer or the events that we put on, suggest that they join 
the Howard County Historical Society.   String membership is the 
backbone for any non-profit organization, the more we grow, the more 
we can offer to the public.   Thank you for your continued support 
and we look forward to seeing you in 2016!


